Election Services Division

1700 W. ‘?Umﬁ fon St., fﬁ =
Phoenix; ?—Tr:zamz 35007 .

*‘.':.f

Electoral College

How We Select Our President
& Vice President

Joseph Kanefield
State Election Director
Ari zona Secretary of

Secretar of &‘Ma_ﬁ___ 4_ L ~
Yan Brewer 1-877-THE VOTE




U.S. Constitution - Article Il

F D Veopic
; _h;"'u.l"u-.":.

-

Secretary of State
Al i, i S Tl it T W i e S —

Jan Brewer 1-877-THE VOTE




U.S. Constitution

Article ll, Sec. 1. nEach St ate shall
Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number
Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in th
Congress. . .o

£39 Amendment: gave the District of Columbia 3 votes
In the electoral college by treating it as the equivalent of
the least populous state

AThus, there arB38electoral college members that cast
ballots for President & Vic®resident of the United State
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How many electoral votes are required to
win the presidency / vice presidency?

270

(% of 538 +1)
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2004, 2008 Number of Electors by State
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Reapportionment of Electors

A Happens every 10 years based on the
federal census

A The 2000 census determines the number of
electors for each state in the 2004 and 2008
presidential elections

A The 2010 census will affect the 2012, 2016,
and 2020 presidential elections.
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Which chamber of Congress is linked to
the change in the amount of electors a

state receives?
Senate?

I No. each state always has 2 electors based on the
number of Senators because the number of U.S.
Senators in a state does not change.

House of Representatives?

I Yes. The number of Representatives in Congress for
each state is based on population. Changes in
population equal changes in the number of
Representatives, and consequently, the number of
Electors that a state receives.
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How many members of Congress
affect the number of electors a state
receives?

A 435 (The amount of members in the House of
Representatives)

AThe Senate doesnodot affe
Each states always gets 2 electors based on their
stateds 2 Senator s.

A Washington D.C. is entitled to 3 electors even
though it does not have Congressional
representatives. (ZBAmendment)
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Reapportionment Examples

Based on1990Census Based on2000Census

Arizona 8 Electors|| Arizona 10 Electors

New Mexico 5 Elector§ New Mexico 5 Electors

lllinois 22 Electors lllinois 21 Electors
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Current system = winner takes all

A Except for Maine and Nebraska, the winner
of the popular vote in a state receives all of
t hat stateodos el ector

A Maine and Nebraska have systems where a
candidate who wins a particular district, but
not the overall state vote, may still gain an
electoral vote
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A brief history

As drafted, Article Il of the Constitution allowed votes for the
presidency and viepresidency to be cast without
specifying which candidate would serve which office. The
candidate with the highest number of votes became
President. This procedure predated the birth of political
parties, and in 1796 a President and Mtecesident of
different parties were elected. (Adams and Jefferson).

Thomas
Jefferson

John
Adams
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A In the 1800 election, Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr each received the sz
number of elector votes, although they had run for President and Vice

President, respecti vel yRe pausb | mecmabred
faction. The House needed 36 successive votes before it elected Jefferson
President.

Thomas Aaron
Jefferson Burr
A Not e the-language i n the original

number of votes shall be president, if such number be a majority of the whol
number of electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such
majority, and have an equal number of votes, then the House of
Representatives shall |l mmedi at el y

A This debacle prompted the 1804 adoption of the 12th Amendment, which
requires the Electoral College to vote separately for President and Vice
President.
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12th Amendmenti U.S. Constitution- 1804

A Separate ballots for President & Vice
President.

A If no President candidate gets majority of
Electoral College vote, then U.S. House
decides from top 3 candidates.

A Each state U.S. House delegation gets one
vote.

A For Vice President, if no candidate gets
Electoral College majority, then Senate
decides from the top 2 vote getters.

A Each Senator gets one vote.
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A 1824: Andrew Jackson won the popular vote but did not
receive a majority of votes in the Electoral College. The
House of Representatives then chose John Quincy Adams.
Jacksonos supporters attack
Abargain and corruption. o
In 1828, his first annual message to Congress included a ca
for eliminating the Electoral College.

John

Quincy
Adams

Andrew
Jackson
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A1876: Democratic Samuel Tilden defeated Rutherford B.
Hayes in the popular vote but fell one vote shy of a majority
In the Electoral College. With the vote count in several
states under dispute, an electoral commission was formed to
resolve the stalemate. On March 2, 181Wo days before

the inauguration- Hayes was awarded the presidency. In
exchange, he agreed to withdraw federal troops from the
South, thereby ending the Reconstruction period.

Samuel Rutherford
Tilden B.
Hayes
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A In 1888, Democratic candidate Grover
Cleveland defeated Benjamin Harrison by
nearly 96,000 votes, but lost the Electoral
College by 65 electoral votes.

Grover Benjamin
Cleveland Harrison
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FOnly a handful of electors have ever voted for
candidates other than to whom they were pledged.
During the 2000 presidential election, one Gore
elector (BarbaralLetti mmons) 1 n D. C.
protest the fact that the District does not elect
members to Congress.

Barbara LedSimmons
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2000 Presidential Election

George W. Bush VS _ Al Gore
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A The 2000 presidential election was controversial in
several respects, and the outcome was only finally
determined in mieDecember after the Supreme
Court ruled that an egoing hand count of
disputed ballots in Florida violated the equal
protection clause.

A After that ruling, the presidential electors met in

various states and George W. Bush won a majority
oy 271 to 266 votes. He thereby won the
oresidency although he had lost the popular vote
oy more than 500,000 votes.

A The fact that President Bush won the electoral vote
while losing the popular vote was not
unprecedented and is consistent with the
constitutional design of the Electoral College.
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Judge Robert Rosenberg examining ballot
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Electoral Count Act of 1887

ASec. 5 says
determination
concerning electors is
conclusive (i.e. binds
Congress) if method is
established at least 6
days before Electoral
College Vote
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